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Interim Long-Term Care Beds to Close at Huntsville Hospital 
 
(Thursday, January 10, 2013, Muskoka, ON)  With approval from the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, 
Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare will be closing the 12 Interim Long-Term Care Beds at the Huntsville District 
Memorial Hospital (HDMH) Site, effective March 31, 2013.   
 
These beds have been functioning on a temporary, short stay basis at the HDMH Site since 2001. Although 
MAHC’s licence to operate these beds was scheduled to expire in 2015, the Ministry has approved a plan to close 
these beds early.  
 
“The decision to close these beds does not reflect the care that has been provided by our staff and physicians for 
the past decade,” explains Natalie Bubela, Chief Executive Officer at MAHC. “We recognize that long-term care is 
not core to the business of our acute care hospitals and acknowledge that long-term care beds are best sited to 
purpose-built, accredited long-term care facilities that have the critical volumes, appropriate manpower, resources, 
facilities and focus to care for and protect the best interests of these patients/residents.” 
 
Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare has been subsidizing the cost of providing these beds out of acute care funding. 
The decision to close the beds was made with the support of MAHC’s Board of Directors and the North Simcoe 
Muskoka LHIN.  
 
“By relinquishing the licence for these interim long-term care beds, we are creating capacity to provide other funded 
acute health care services and to maintain a balanced budget position,” said Board Chair Larry Saunders. “The 
movement of interim long-term care into the community is consistent with the Ministry of Health and Long-Term 
Care and North Simcoe Muskoka LHIN direction to begin shifting resources into the community.”  
 
Planning is underway in conjunction with the North Simcoe Muskoka CCAC to find alternative placements for these 
residents in a manner that reduces the impact and disruption of the closure and considers their needs.  Planning is 
also underway to minimize the impact on MAHC staff. 
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Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is a multi-site healthcare organization providing acute care services at the 
Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and South Muskoka Memorial Hospital in Bracebridge.  Find out more about 
Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare by visiting www.mahc.ca. 
 
For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 
Allyson Snelling 
Executive and Communications Assistant 
705-789-0022 ext. 2544 
allyson.snelling@mahc.ca 
 


