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MAHC reinforces ongoing commitment to hand hygiene 

 
(Monday, August 27, 2012, Muskoka, ON) – Health care providers at Muskoka Algonquin 
Healthcare (MAHC) are sporting their commitment to clean hands on their scrubs. 
 
As part of the “Ask Me” hand hygiene campaign, staff at MAHC’s hospital sites in Bracebridge and Huntsville are 
wearing buttons to show their commitment to the “four moments” of hand hygiene. 
 
The campaign was created for MAHC’s internal hand hygiene week, which took place August 13-17. As part of the 
campaign, staff, physicians and volunteers across the organization were invited to pledge their commitment to of 
hand hygiene and wear a button in show of support for the cause. It’s all part of MAHC’s focus on continually 
improving hand hygiene compliance rates among all health care providers and front-line support staff. 
 
Natalie Bubela, Chief Executive Officer at MAHC, commends the staff for their dedication to champion the bold 
statement.  
 
“Wearing a button that invites the question ‘did you clean your hands?’ from patients, visitors and even other staff 
goes a great distance to open the lines of communication around hand hygiene,” says Bubela. “It also reinforces 
another safety check for our health care providers and is a good reminder of how vigilant we must be about hand 
hygiene. Hand hygiene is a critical component in our culture of patient safety and adherence to hand hygiene 
recommendations is the single most important practice for preventing the transmission of microorganisms in health 
care and directly contributes to patient safety.” 
 
Dawn Major, Manager of Infection Prevention and Control and Patient Safety, adds that the “Ask Me” buttons also 
encourage visitors and patients to wash their hands frequently throughout the day or when visiting at MAHC.  
 
“Active patient participation has been demonstrated to be among the key elements in hand-hygiene promotion,” 
Major says.  
 
The multi-faceted hand hygiene campaign also included a revised hand hygiene policy and information sharing 
around best practices and research-based facts. For more information about hand hygiene at Muskoka Algonquin 
Healthcare, please visit www.mahc.ca.  
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Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) is a multi-site healthcare organization providing acute care services at the 
Huntsville District Memorial Hospital and South Muskoka Memorial Hospital in Bracebridge.  Find out more about 
Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare by visiting www.mahc.ca. 
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